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A radio  forostlogae  by  C,  E.  Eandall  and  H.  R.  Kylihjf^ 

ScrvicGj  dclivcrod  through  TOC  and  42  other  radio  stratipns  ^ssociat 
tho  Rational  Broadcasting  Corapany,  Wednesday,  July  22,  193! 


AieOTJRCER; 

(Introduction)  Rov/  I*iii  going  to  introduce  you  to  a Forest  Ranger 
and  a Camper « They  are  at  a ranger  station  in  one  ofcour  national  forests. 
Perhaps  Rev/  Englaid  or  the  Lake  States,  or  in  any  Eastern  or  Southern 
State  - Most  of  these  states  now  have  one  or  more  Rational  Forests,  and 
each  year  more  and  more  vacationists  are  coming  into  them  bent  on  liaving 
the  best  time  possible.  They  want  the  cool  shade  of  the  forest,  clear 
water,  fresh  air,  recreation  and  inspii’ation,  Tho  camper  might  be  you 
or  I - it  doesnH  matter  « here  ho  is. 

CAvgER; 

. HovTdy,  Ranger  I 


RARGER; 

How  are  you.  Sir? 

CATOER; 

They  told  me  do\m  at  the  last  filling  station  that  if  I wanted 
a.  good  camping  place,  you  could  iielp  me.  Can  you  fix  me  up? 

RARGER; 


I sure  can,  Mister.  Rothing  fancy*  Just^a  nice  clean  space, 
good  water,  and  a shady  place  to  pitch  your  tent. 


CA.ffER; 


That  suits  me  fine.  I donH  v/ant  city  conveniences.-  I suppose 
this  is  GciYernment  ■ land  here,  .isn*t  it?  . . , 

RARGER:  . ■ ' ' 


Yes.  It*s  a Rational  Forest.  You  are  one  of  the  120,000,000 
owners,  by  the  way. 

■ i'  ■ f •• 

CAfPERj 


I am? 


(over) 


WGm: 


Yes, sir.  The  National  !Foi*osts  are  naiihged  for  the  henefit  of  the 
public.,  Herc*s.  a, nap  of . tliis  National  Forest,  ycu  ni^t  like.  These  canp- 
ing places  are  narked- on  it*  People  seen  to  like  to  visit  then  so  wo*vo 
inproved  then  a. little.  You*ll  find  drinking  water,  safe  fire  places,  and 
other  facilities.  You  con  neve  right  in.  Thcy^rc  free.  All  we  ask  is 
tliat  you  keep  a clean  canp,  and  watch  your  natches,  cigarettes  a:id  canp 
fires. 

CAI/tPER: 

Hula  - You  don*t  ask  nuch,  do  you?  Sounds  kinda  fussy  to  no. 

PANG-ER!  . . x .-  : ' . . 

Mister,  wc-*vc  got  to  ho  careful  hero  in  the  forests.  Fires  burn 
out  a lot  of  valuable  tinbor  eve.rj’"  year,  - They  burned  up  a couple  of  fam 
houses  near  .here,  and  thjreatonod.,t.townso  — In  sone  No.tional  Forests  you 
have  to  get  a pemit  to  build  a canpfirc,  It*s  a good  idea  to  carry  along 
an  ax  and  a shovel. 

CAI.CPER; 


TOiat  do  I do  with  then,  build  a couple  of  trails  in  ny  spare  tine? 

BAN&ER; 

No  — you*  11  find  they  cone  in  handy  though.  ’The  Forest  Service 
takes  care  of  the  trails.  But  you  can  nake  good  use  of  a shovel  cleaning 
up  canp  and  putting  out  your  canpfire.  Be  careful  with  that  canp  fire. 

If  one  gets  away  it  night  nake  a lot  of  trouble  up  here  in  the  forest. 

Young  trees  are  killed,  and  wild  gano»  Fish  are  poisoned  in  the  streans, 
and  the  city  reservoirs  below  are  likely  to  suffer.  Also,  friend  you*d 
have  to  on sv;er  to  the  Judge* 

C.A1',IPER: 

All  right,  1*11  he  .careful,  Say,  what*s  that  steel  tower  on  the 

lain  over  yonder? 

IbMIGSR: 


That*s  one  of  oun  lookout  towers.  • The  lookout  nan  telephones  down 
soon  as  he  sees  a snoke  in  the  woods,  and  the  snokechasers  - they* re  our 
fire  patrolnon  - got  after  the  fire  wbdlo  it*s  snail.  The  Forest  Service 
has  to  extinguish  thousands  of  fires  every  year.  But  unless  the  public 
is  careful  with  fires,  they*ll  still  keep  on  starting. 

Do  you  allow  people  to  go  up  there?  I*d  like  to  see  that  lookout. 
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tov;er 


RAITGER; 


You  can.  Just  l^ike  up  there  tomorrow  morning.  Bill  Jackson  - 
he*s  the  lookoutman  - will  he  glad  to  see  you.  He* 11  show  you  a great 
view  from  up  there. 

CAMPER: 

Thanks,  — Say,  oome  to  tliink  of  it,  this  is  a pretty  good  road 
for  the  mountains. 

RAITGER: 

Yes,  this  is  one  of  our  forest  development  roads.  The  one  you 
left  at  the  fork  is  a forest  highway.  The  trail  yonder  hy  the  hillside 
is  huilt  hy  the  Forest  Service.  We*ve  huilt  -20,000  miles  of  roads  and 
50  thousand  miles  of  trails  in  our  National  Forest  system, 

C-AMPER; 

Must  he  a great  system.  But  won*t  -.'so  many  roads  fill  the  forests 
with  people  and  cars  and  noise  and  dust? 

RAITGER: 

We  aim  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  our  visitors,  and  in  our 
hundred  and  sixty  million  acres  of  land  there  are  lots  of  quiet  places 
left.  Plenty  of  room  for  everybody.  We* re  trying  to  preserve  the  natural 
heauty  of  roadsides,  too,  and  we  ask  visitors  not  to  destroy  flowering 
plants  along  roads  and  around  camps, 

C.AMPER: 

I think  we*ll  stop  at  the  next  caxip  marked  on  this  mapf older  here, 

I see  you  have  some  rules  on  the  hack  about  "Preventing  Forest  Fires." 

RMGER: 


Yes,  And,  Mister  they* re  important.  You  might  read  them  right  now, 

CAI/IPER » 


It  says  - "clear  a space  five  to  ten  feet  in  diameter.  Scrape 
away  leaves,  needles  and  trash  down  to  mineral  soil  before  starting  a 
camp  fire"  

RAHGER: 

Yeah,  that*s  it,  — ITow  just  hov/  do  you  figure  you*d  do  that 
without  a shovel? 

CAMPER; 

Uh-huh.  — Guess  you* re  right.  ■ — Well,  all  right  Mr,  Ranger  — 
1*11  he  movin*  on  - so  long  — ' 
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RAITG-ER: 


Just  a minute  if  you  can  spare  the  tine.  — Yoii  havenH  read' how 
to  put  out  that  fire  yet.  Just  read  that  next  rule.- 


CAI'gSR: 


All  right.  Here  it:is:  "Hever  leave  a fire  -unattended.  Always 
extinguish  it  completely  before  leaving  camp."  There* s nothing  hard 
about  that  — 

RAKT&ER; 

It  don*t'  look  so.  Mister,  but  half  the  grief  we  Forest  Rangers 
get  is  from  folks  thinking ' they  * ve  put  their  fire  out. 


CAI'gSR: 

. ^iJhat  do  you  mean?  — How  you  put  a camp  fire  out? 


RAHG-ER; 

Well,  first  of  all,  you  po-ur  on  a bucket  of  water,  then  a second 
bucket,  perhaps  a third  or  even  — 

CAI^ER: 

Wait  a minute  — aint  that  about  enough  Virater? 


RAHGER: 


Ifeybe,  but  it*s  better  to  be  sure  the  fire  is  out  than  to  have 
to  visit  the  Justice  of  the  Peace.  After  you*ve  poured  on  your  water 
stir  up  the  coals  from  the  bottom  with  the  handle  of  your  shovel  and 
pour  on  some  more  water  — 

CAI'£PER: 

Yoah,  and  then  fall  over  from  exhaustion  and  smother  any  sparks 
that  escape  the  flood  — I know  - 

RAHGER; 

Ho,  Just  lean  on  your  shovel  avirhile  till  you  feel  better.  Then  you 
shovel  some  dirt  on  the  coals  you  believe  are  dead  end  tramp  it  down. 

CAIffER: 

Oh  I you  bury  your  dead,  oh? 

RAHGER: 

You  sure  do.  And  hofo*s  one  thing  more  — keep  your  camp  clean  — 
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not  only  your  ovm.  comfort  and  good  liealtli  13111  the  other  fellows  who  follow 
you  depends  on  that.  Any  good  woodeman,  woTuld  do  that,  DonH  leave  good 
manners  at  home  vhpn  you  go  into  the  woods  — toko  *oin  with  you.  Be  fair 
to  the  next  camper  --  It^  a kind  of  golden  rule*  Campers  are  getting  so 
numerous  those  days  in  the  Uationa,!  Forests  that  the  U.  S,  Forest  Service 
has  to  have  rules  for  camping.  All  we  arc  trying  to  do  is  prevent  people 
who  own  the  forests  from  destroj/lng  their  own  property.  Once  you  start 
a forest  fire  — and  mister  that*s  awful  , easy  to  do  : — you  damage  or 
destroy  natural  resources  that  can*t  ho  replaced  for  many  years,  — if 
ever.  Everybody  loses  v/hen  the  forests  bum,  — hunters,  fishermen,  lutiv- 
bermen,  stockmen,  farmers  and  '•vacationists  like  you  and  that  isn*t  all 
the  damage  by  a long  shot  — 

CAMPER:  . r 

''That*s  enough  for  me  --  1*11, bo  good,  Mr.  Ranger. 

RAEG-ERt 

■ 'Mi^ty,,  glad  to  ha.ve  you  with  us.  — Hope  you  enjoy  your  trip,  - 
Just  another 'v/ord  Be  careful  with  burning  tobacco,  and  especially  with 
matches.  In  one  state  last  year,  1,000  fifes  were  set  by  careless  smokers. 
Campers  arc  pretty  well  educated,  but  smokers  are  a problem. 

CAIIPER:, 

How*s  that? 


RAEGER: 


Well,-  the  city  man*s  used  to  throrang  his  matches  and  cigarette 
stubs  on  concrete  sidewalks  and  gutters.  It*s  a habit  vdth  him.  Whan 
he  goes  into  the  woods  or  travels  along  highways  — out  go  the  b-uming 
matches  and  tobacco,  Thcy*re  pretty  likely  to  fall  into  dry  grass,  pine 
needles,  and  so  on.  It*s  a good  idea  to  break  yo-ur  matches  in  two.  Try 
it  and  you*ll  see  what  I mean.  — Here*s  a pen,  please  sign  your  name  and 
address  on  this  caiiper*s  register. 

CAMPER: 


All  riglit,  — Wliat*s  the  idea  of  the  auto  license  number  - what*s 
tha-t  for? 

RAEGER: 

For  two  purposes.  We  rangers  cai  trace  people  xve  want  to  find 
and  we  can  trace  people  to  whom  their  friends  want  to  send  any  emergency 
message.  One  of  o'Ur  Jobs  is  to  help  tourists  and  our  telephone  system 
adl  over  the  forest  cones  in  handy  when  some  one  at  hone  is  sick  or  when 
there’s  some  ether  special  nessage. 

CAl/IPER: 

■ .. 


That’s  service  - Much  obliged  to  you  Mr.  RaJigcr,  I’ve  taken 
up  a lot  of  your  tine,  but  you’ve  convinced  me  of  the  need  to  be  careful 
v/ith  fire. 
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RAIT&EE: 


r »• 

) ■ 

That*s  find  kighty  glad  to  hOe^,'  that.’  It*d'hclp  us  if  you’d 
tell  others  about  it,  too*  Hopo  you  haYc  a fine  outing*  Drop  in  on  your 
v/ay  back.  1*11  be  glad  to  sec  yoii.  Good  bye. 

CAI-.iPER;  ^ ^ 

Good  bye  Mr.  Forest  Ranger,  and  tliank  ybuv 


mOIMCBR; 

31  nil  lion  people  passed  throu^.  the  National  Forests  in  1930. 
Botvifoon  four  aid  five  nilj-ion  of  these  j stopped  benea-th  the  pines  and  firs 
to  caqp  or  .picnic.  The  "forests  really  mean  a great  deal  in  a recreational 
way  to  tho  people  of  the  United  States.  And  there  are  Uationa,!  Forests 
in  nearly  every  section  of  the  country  Tdthin  easy  reach  of  everyone. 
Maybe  you  would  like  to  have  a copy  of  the  little  nap  folder  that  the 
Ranger  gave  the  camper  a minute  ago.  Write  to  the  United  States  Forest 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  ask  fOr  the  folder  "Vacation  in  the 
Uo-tional  Forcstso"  ’ 
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